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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Well, we are halfway through the Term.

Report writing is well underway for all students. End of Year planning is being finalised with dates for
Presentation Day 12th December and the Year 6 Farewell on the 7th December locked in.

The selection of the school leadership team has seen nominations completed. Good luck to everyone who
gained a nomination! Speeches and voting will occur on Friday 17th November.

Our Kinder Orientation remains in full swing. Well done to everyone on making it so successful. It is still not
too late to enrol Kinder children, please contact the school.

Kinder transition will continue THIS FRIDAY. All students will find out which class they are in on the final day
which is the 1st December. It is great to see everyone settling into big school so well.

Our word of the week is HABIT. I have a habit of forgetting where my keys are. Feel free to ask your child to put
it in a sentence.

The PCYC bike education program continues in the hall from 12pm. We are working through each Stage in
subsequent weeks.

Today a teacher vacancy will be advertised to replace Amy Woolfrey. Thanks to Eve Campbell for being the
P&C rep on the panel. I will be running the panel along with Tina Newman, AECG and Kylie Fitzsimmons as the

staff rep.
In other staffing news Bev Conn has announced that she will retire at the end of the year. An EOI process

started this week to relieve for 2024 pending her retirement after that. If you know of anyone interested in the
position please contact me.

At our P&C Meeting we had a discussion regarding support for students attending school-related events away
from school. I am disappointed discussions took place online without people approaching me directly.

ALL STUDENTS who are selected to represent the school will have financial support available to them. The level
of this support will depend on a number of things. As it has been a while since we reviewed this type of

support, and we are going to take some time to go through the levels and communicate these to the school
community before the end of the year.

No student at WPS will EVER go without financial support for these type of events, never EVER!
Because of all the wonderful things happening at our school The Deputy Secretary of Education Cathy

Brennan will be visiting our school on Friday. She will go on a short tour, meet our captains and spend some
time in two classrooms.

I will be on leave from tomorrow until Friday 17th November. Please be a great support for Mrs Eather and our
wonderful team as you always are!

Have a great week!
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Buzzie Winners

Blake 5P, Lakyn 5/6B, Sienna Silver, Sage 3/4MB, Sophia
4C, Gherphil 2S, Kalli 1A, Kayson Aqua, Malakai

Preschool, Airlie Preschool, Olive Preschool

Teacher Award:  Mrs Petrovic
  

Attendance Award: Winry 2B
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Within Greater Sydney, a number of bus service providers have changed their names. 

Parents intending to lodge an application for a School Opal card will need to visit transportnsw.info 
trip planner to obtain the correct bus operator name servicing your area prior to lodging an 
application. 

 

Students who need a new or replacement School Opal card or travel pass for 2024 can apply 
now. A new application will need to be submitted if they are applying for the first time, or if they 
are requesting an additional travel entitlement because of a new shared parental arrangement 
(e.g. joint custody). 
Students who change address, school, campus location, have repeated a year or received an 
expiry notification for their school travel entitlement should renew or update their details before 
the end of term 4. This will ensure that schools can endorse applications, and travel passes 
remain valid for the start of the 2024 school year. School Opal card holders will have the 
changes applied to their existing card. 

If a student’s distance eligibility has changed based on their grade (i.e. grade two to grade 
three), the system will automatically update their entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If 
they do not meet the new eligibility criteria, we will send an expiry notification via email. 

Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition that is due to expire will 
receive a notification advising them to re-apply. 
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply. 

Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a Term Bus Pass) for the first 
time will receive their Student Opal card at their nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed 
out from January 2024. 

Students living in rural and regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at the start of 
the new school year from their nominated transport operator. It may come via the school or be 
sent directly to them at home. Note: some R&R operators do not issue travel passes. 
Students/parents should confirm with their nominated operator if they do not receive a pass. 

We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use and has a
valid ticket to travel; either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card (within Greater Sydney)
or a School Travel Pass (outside Greater Sydney), from the start of the school year. 
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School Student Travel 
Term 4 2023 

Travel from Term 1 2024 

Changes to your bus service provider 

2024 school travel applications are now open 
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School Student Travel 
Term 4 2023 

Applications for 2024 School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) travel open at the start of Term 
4 2023, so parents/students can apply or update details early and be ready for the start of the 
new school year. 

Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continue travelling 
on their existing card each year. 

The start of the year is a busy period for local transport operators, and students travelling 
without a valid ticket make service planning and operations difficult. 
We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean they may 
not have a School Opal card or Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal network, we strongly 
encourage these families to have their children travel with a Child/Youth Opal card until they 
receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater Sydney, parents should contact their local 
bus operator to discuss their travel needs. 

Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school year, and will 
ensure students can travel safely to and from school. But to best support our operators we 
encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early as possible, from the start of the school 
year. 

Students using School Opal cards are also reminded that they must tap on and tap off in line 
with the Student code of conduct and Opal terms of use. 

transportnsw.info 

Further information can be found at Plan your trip to school | transportnsw.info 

Enquiries can be submitted at Fares, concessions, tickets & top-up feedback | transportnsw.info 
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